Blue Chip Companies Get Results With CVE

Gerrards Cross, Bucks, England – 15th January 1999 - Curvaceous Software announced today the success being achieved using the Curvaceous Visual Explorer (CVE) at three UK blue chip companies.  The adoption of CVE at Conoco UK, ICI Klea and Tioxide UK Limited is seeing the extraction of new and valuable information from existing process data.

Conoco's Humber Refinery is believed to be the most efficient and profitable in the UK.  They are using CVE to investigate and improve refining processes using data from their laboratory and process historian systems.  Near-future projects include multi-variable control identification and presentation of results.  Mr. Chris Catterall, ACS Team Leader at Conoco’s Humber Refinery, stated:

“Our operators and engineers are rapidly employing CVE in their process improvement projects and we’re seeing it become an integral desktop analysis tool.  We believe the CVE license fee paid for itself several times over within the first training session.”

At their Global Technology Centre in Runcorn, Cheshire, ICI Klea have the ability to access process data from all their sites across the globe.  Using CVE ICI are now analysing realtime data from their manufacturing processes leading to often-surprising conclusions, insight and answers to production issues.  Dr. Bob Low, Senior Process Engineer at ICI in Runcorn, stated:

“ICI have many sophisticated data collection systems in place but the tools to analyse this data had remained unchanged for many years. CVE has given us the ability to visualise and analyse many variables from our processes simultaneously.  This has let us discover previously unsuspected relationships in our data so that we are able to optimise and improve manufacturing practices. 

There’s always room for further improvement and CVE is certainly making us ask better questions.”

Tioxide UK Limited in Billingham, have been using CVE in the analysis of data captured from their titanium-dioxide production line.  Titanium dioxide is a white granular powder used in the colouring of consumer products such as brilliant white paint and toothpaste. Two of its important quality characteristics are particle size and porosity.  These are extremely difficult to predict from measurable process variables yet the process operators have developed an uncanny ability, from experience, to predict when the plant is running "well" or "badly" but were unable to explain the reasons for their predictions.

CVE was used to display several days’ worth of the operator’s predictions, the laboratory quality results and approximately 40 process variable judged by the engineers to be the most significant.  CVE visual analysis soon led to an identification of a small set of variables, which were unambiguously connected to the "good" state, and a different set of variables that corresponded to the "bad" state.  Mr. Mike Westwood, Statistician at Tioxide stated: 

"It was the unknown fact that two different sets of variable were involved that had limited the effectiveness of traditional methods of relationship identification."

CVE is will now allow us to ‘get it right first time’ and will enable us to achieve consistent product quality, improve the efficiency of production processes and implement additional process control on the plant floor.”

Curvaceous Software is committed to providing the marketplace with a long awaited novel technology that provides insight and valuable information from existing company data, which everyone in a business can understand.  By delivering a proven solution in data analysis Curvaceous Software is assisting companies in achieving cGMP and optimising their manufacturing processes.

