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Brooks Wins EPSC Award for Process Safety Contribution
The winner of the EPSC Award for 2003 was recently announced as Dr. Robin Brooks of Curvaceous Software. The annual award is made to individuals who are recognised as making an outstanding contribution to process safety in Europe.


Chemical engineer Brooks has developed a whole new mathematical approach that, for the first time, unites alarms with process control and quality control. It promises a rethink in the way data is collected and analysed in the operation of complex and hazardous chemical operations.


Modern technology allows for a massive collection of data in the monitoring of process plants but rarely is this real plant data used to run the plant in a more effective and efficient way. As Brooks explains: "Each plant has a sweet spot and an operating envelope which we can for the first time show to operators of plants. The envelope lets us calculate where to put alarms. No one has been able to do this before and this is the root cause of the poor performance and operator distrust of alarm systems today.

"Our new discovery has positive consequences not only for safety in terms of better alarms and far fewer false alarms but also for increased plant efficiency."

 

